
 
 

English 12 Honors Summer Assignment 2015 
 
Dear Student,  
 
Welcome to the English 12 Honors course!  At Nazareth Area High School, the honors program focuses on analysis 
of literature, critical thinking skills, and a sophisticated level of writing. Students analyze literature on a higher level, 
compose various written selections, and produce skill-based projects.  The English 12 Honors course utilizes the 
Springboard Senior English workbook in conjunction with several supplemental texts.  Throughout the course, 
students explore the idea of perspective and various literary critical theories.  
 
The first requirement of the course is the summer assignment that ties into the first unit of study: Perception is 
Everything.  This unit “serves as an introduction to the idea that our perception of reality is often filtered through 
various perspectives, values, prejudices, and attitudes…Unit 1 begins by showing how point of view presents the 
reader with a filter or perspective from which to view incidents.  This study of point of view anticipates the idea that 
perspective is reality” (SpringBoard 1).  The summer assignments will help prepare you for the first unit. 
 
The materials for the English 12 Honors Summer Assignment are enclosed.  Each student should have a packet 
which includes the following: a study guide for The Stranger, a study guide for “The Metamorphosis,” an assignment 
sheet/rubric for The Stranger writing assignment, and an assignment sheet/rubric for “The Metamorphosis” writing 
assignment.  Each student is encouraged to purchase The Stranger by Albert Camus and “The 
Metamorphosis” by Franz Kafka.  This allows you to write and take notes directly in the texts.  Both books are 
available online for as low as $5 for a used copy; also Barnes and Noble in Easton usually has them in stock.  If you 
have difficulties obtaining copies of the books, please contact the guidance office to sign out school copies of the 
texts. 
 
For the summer assignment, each student will read The Stranger, read “The Metamorphosis”, and complete a 
written assignment related to each text.  You are not required to complete the study guides for each of these texts; 
they are simply provided to assist you with reading comprehension.  Whether you are in the fall or spring class, hard 
copies of the two written assignments are due on the first full school day.  First semester students may turn in their 
assignments during the first class meeting; second semester students should drop off their assignments to their 
teacher (Carroll – Room 345 or Ford – Room 363).  The assignments will count as the first major grade with each 
written assignment counting for about 5% of the first marking period grade. 
 
The English department has students submit all major writing assignments, including summer work, to Turn It In.  So 
in addition to handing in your assignment to your teacher on the first day of school, it is also required for you to 
submit your two written assignments electronically to www.turnitin.com.  Please save your written assignments 
electronically in more than one location to be safe (i.e. hard drive, flash drive, Google Drive, emailed copy to yourself, 
etc.). If you don’t have an electronic copy saved some place safe, you will end up having to re-type it. Instructions on 
uploading the assignments will be provided on the first day of school.  
 
If you have any questions while working on these summer assignments, please contact your teacher at the school 
email address: acarroll@nazarethasd.org or gford@nazarethasd.org.  Teachers will be checking email about 
once a week and will get back to you as soon as possible.  Enjoy your summer, and good luck on these assignments! 
 
Sincerely, 
Ms. Carroll and Mrs. Ford 
 
 
 
 

http://www.turnitin.com/
mailto:acarroll@nazarethasd.org


English 12 Honors 
 
 

The Stranger by Albert Camus 
Study Guide Questions 

 
 
PART ONE 
 
 
Chapter 1 

1. What does the reference to "a soldier" tell you about the time period of the story? 
2. After Meursault arranged for his mother to live in a nursing home, why did he visit her so infrequently? 
3. Why was it odd that Madam Meursault desired a religious burial? 
4. Does Meursault give an explanation for wanting/not wanting to see the open casket? Why would someone 

respond in this way? In your opinion, is this normal behavior? 
5. Where is the caretaker from? His age? 
6. Describe Meursault’s dream-like experience beginning on page 9. What is happening? 
7. What is the purpose of holding a vigil? How long does it last? 
8. What is Thomas Perez’s relationship with Maman? 
9. How do they reach the church? How long does it take? How is the casket transported? 
10. What are three (3) of Meursault’s last thoughts of the burial? 

 
 
 
Chapter 2 

1. Who does Meursault meet the day after his mother is buried? 
2. On page 21, what hint is the reader given as to where Meursault lives? 
3. What does Meursault choose to do on Sunday? What does this demonstrate about his character/personality? 
4. What does Meursault mean when he says, "It occurred to me....really, nothing had changed." (See last 

sentence on page 24 for clarification). 
 
 
 
Chapter 3 

1. What is your opinion on Meursault’s compulsion to wash his hands? 
2. In your opinion, offer an explanation for why Meursault takes a "flying leap" onto a truck with Emmanuel. 
3. Who is Salamano? Explain his relationship with his pet. Do you think Salamano cares about its health care? 
4. Who is Raymond Sintes? What is "the word around the neighborhood" regarding Raymond? 
5. What prompted Raymond’s fight with "the man"? 
6. What prompted Raymond to beat his girlfriend "till she bled"? 
7. What does Meursault do for Raymond to have Ray say, "Now you’re a pal, Meursault." 

 
 
 
Chapter 4 

1. What do Meursault and Marie hear coming from Raymond’s room? What is happening? 
2. How do you know if Meursault is upset or calm about what just happened? 
3. What happens to Salamano’s dog? 
4. How does Salamano react? 

 
 



Chapter 5 
1. Where/who does Ray invite to spend Sunday together? 
2. What ethnicity is Marie? 
3. What opportunity does Meursault’s boss offer? 
4. What offer does Marie propose? 
5. In your opinion, is Meursault’s behavior normal regarding his job and his girlfriend? Why/why not? 
6. What explanation can you offer as to why Meursault follows the woman from Celeste’s? 
7. What two places does Salamano check for his missing dog? 
8. During a brief discussion between Salamano and Meursault, what new information does Salamano convey 

about Meursault’s Maman? 
9. How has Salamano’s loss brought out his humanitarianism? Give one example. 

 
 
 
Chapter 6 

1. When leaving for the beach, whom do Ray, Meursault, and Marie see across the street? 
2. Who is Masson? How often is he here? 
3. When they first arrive at their destination, what do Marie, Meursault, and Masson embark upon? 
4. Who do the three men see on the beach? 
5. On page 53, what is symbolic about Meursault’s statement, "The blazing sand looked red to me now." 
6. What happens to Raymond? 
7. On the second trip to the beach, where do the three men find the two Arabs? 
8. Do the Arabs seem frightened by the approach? Why/why not? 
9. What does Raymond consider doing to the Arabs? 
10. Why don’t the Arabs react to this discussion unfolding directly in front of them? 
11. On page 57, Meursault returns to the beach by himself. Camus uses symbolism when he states "There was 

the same dazzling red glare," and "With every blade of light...". In your opinion, what is being inferred? 
12. When Meursault encounters the lone Arab, he is once again overcome by the sun’s heat. What event does 

the heat force him to recall? 
13. What occurs to "shatter the harmony" of Meursault’s day? 
14. Why does Meursault feel threatened and consequently pull out a gun? 
15. On page 59 (last sentence), what is meant by "it was like knocking four quick times on the door of 

unhappiness." Explain briefly. 
 
 
 
PART TWO 
 
 
 
Chapter 1 

1. What has happened to Meursault? 
2. Is he taking his circumstances seriously? Give an example. 
3. What question does the attorney feel compelled to ask? 
4. What explanation does Meursault give regarding his "nature"? 
5. How many times did Meursault fire his revolver? 
6. The magistrate becomes frustrated with Meursault. What does he retrieve from his filing cabinet? 
7. What’s the BIG question the magistrate finally asks Meursault? 
8. On p. 70, Meursault says, "I thought about it for a minute and said that more than sorry I felt kind of annoyed." 

Does Meursault have a conscience? Why or why not? 
9. In your opinion, does Meursault feel complemented when referred to as Monsieur Antichrist? 

 



 
Chapter 2 

1. Briefly describe Meursault’s prison cell. Is this what he had expected? 
2. Who is Meursault’s first visitor? 
3. Describe Marie’s mood during the visit. 
4. In a sense, what item was more difficult for Meursault to lose than his freedom? 
5. On p. 79, Meursault states that having "a memory" is "an advantage." Briefly explain. 
6. The last sentences on p. 81 refer to Meursault’s mother’s funeral and to what nights in prison are like. In your 

opinion, is there a connection between the two? 
 
 
 
Chapter 3 

1. What is Meursault’s first impression of the jury? 
2. What clues is the reader given to show that the Algerian court system is different than the U.S. Judicial 

System? 
3. Who are the eight witnesses that will testify at Meursault’s trial? 
4. A previous incident occurred between the caretaker and Meursault, which is briefly discussed during the trial. 

This leads to Camus’ title of the novel. What is the incident? 
5. When Celeste, the fourth witness, is called to testify, how does he show support for Meursault? 
6. How does the prosecutor attempt to prove that Meursault has no conscience? 
7. What is the prosecutor implying when he questions Raymond? (refers to "chance" numerous times.) 
8. Explain what Meursault means when he says, "it was back to my cell...sleep of the innocent. (p.97) 

 
 
 
Chapter 4 

1. Does Meursault feel like he has anything to say to defend himself? 
2. In your opinion, does Meursault believe that his crime was premeditated? 
3. On p. 100, Meursault reveals the key to his character/personality. What is this? 
4. What penalty does the prosecutor ask of the jury? 
5. Does Meursault have faith that his attorney will convince the jury of his innocence? 
6. Imagism is used on p. 104. "left me with the impression.... Was making me dizzy." In your opinion, what is 

Meursault feeling at this point? 
7. Why can’t Meursault return Marie’s smile in the courtroom? 
8. What is Meursault’s sentence? In your opinion, is his reaction normal? 

 
 
 
Chapter 5 

1. According to Meursault, why is witnessing an execution so important? 
2. What is "the trouble with the guillotine"? 
3. What is ironic about this when compared to how Meursault originally got into this predicament? 
4. When Meursault’s situation finally "sinks in", what are the two things he always thinks about? 
5. What is Meursault’s pessimistic view on life and living? 
6. Is Meursault a religious person? How do you know? 
7. Meursault shows no respect for religion or the priest. Give one example of this. 
8. What does the priest mean when he says, "your heart is blind." 
9. In the last few paragraphs, how does Meursault finally relate to Maman? 
10. Why does Meursault wish that a large crowd of spectators greet him with cries of hate at his execution? 

 

 



English 12 Honors        Name____________________ 
           Date_______________ 

 

Summer Assignment #1 
Analytical Essay 

 
 
 
Assignment 

This assignment requires you to read The Stranger by Albert Camus.  Then, you will write a 3-5 
page essay analyzing the role of point of view in the novel.  It is up to you to develop your own 
unique thesis statement.  Your essay should make use of at least three quotes from the novel and at 
least three quotes from secondary sources for support.  Please use the Literature Resource Center 
database to find 2-3 secondary sources, which should be literary criticism essays.   
 
In order to access the Literature Resource Center database from home, follow these directions: go 
to the high school website, click on Destiny Library System, click Literature Resource Center, enter 
the password nazhs_rpa, click proceed, click into Literature Resource Center, and then start 
searching.  Make sure to follow MLA guidelines for the format of your essay, your parenthetical 
citations, and your works cited page.  Literature Resource Center gives you a suggested MLA 
citation at the end of each article that has the correct information but needs to be reformatted to 
follow MLA.  The Perdue Online Writing Lab website is a good resource for help with MLA format.  
Don’t forget that at Nazareth we require you to add the URL onto the end of a citation for any 
electronic source. 

 
 
 
Topic 

Analyze Albert Camus’ use of point of view in The Stranger. 
 
 
 
Grading 

This assignment will be graded out of 50 points and will be worth 5% of your grade for the first 
marking period.  Students must hand in the rubric with the final draft or five points will be deducted.  
Students must also submit their essay to www.turnitin.com by the due date.  Please see the 
attached rubric for more specifics on grading. 

 
When you hand in this analytical essay, please include print outs of each secondary source you 
quoted in the paper.  Clearly highlight the quotes you used in your paper in the print outs, and also 
highlight each quote in the final draft of your paper. 

 
 
 
Due Date 

The due date for the final draft of your paper will be the first day of school.  Remember that the 
English Department Guidelines for the Submission of Assignments applies to this assessment (10% 
will be deducted for each day the paper is late). 



Analytical Essay Rubric 
FOCUS – 5 points 
   _______ Intriguing essay title 

_______ Demonstrates awareness of task and mode 
   _______ Establishes a strong, distinct thesis 

_______ Maintains a single controlling idea throughout the essay 
 
 

CONTENT – 15 points 
   _______ Supports the thesis by using a substantial amount of relevant and accurate evidence  
   _______ Includes specific and effective details to support the thesis 
   _______ Incorporates well developed body paragraphs that are clearly connected to the thesis 
   _______ Addresses all necessary areas of discussion and development; has no gaps or omissions 

_______ Minimum of three quotations from 2-3 different secondary sources (literary criticism articles) 
_______ Minimum of three quotations from the novel 
_______ Quotes are smoothly integrated into paragraphs 
_______ Sophisticated interpretation of significance of quotations 
_______ Choice of documentation is appropriate and effectively adds to overall point 
_______ Uses enough research to support the topic, but does not overwhelm the paper 
_______ Research verifies/backs up personal intent and is complete in scope 

 

ORGANIZATION – 10 points 
_______ Body paragraphs include concise topic sentences that introduce a specific topic 

   _______ Incorporates transitional devices that connect and relate ideas; logical progression of ideas 
   _______ Includes a developed introductory paragraph that appropriately sets up the argument 
   _______ Includes a developed concluding paragraph that appropriately wraps up the essay 
    
 

DOCUMENTATION – 10 points 
   _______ Follows MLA format specifications exactly for the format of the essay and all documentation 
   _______ Demonstrates correct use of documentation: parenthetical and works cited 

_______ Works cited page includes a minimum of three sources (the novel and at least two essays) 
_______ Handed in printouts or copies of the two secondary sources to prove the accuracy of 

quotes (quotes should be clearly highlighted) 
 

STYLE & CONVENTIONS – 10 points 
_______ Includes clear, varied, and effective word choice 
_______ Demonstrates fluent and varied sentence structure; vary sentence beginnings and lengths 
_______ Uses consistent voice and tone appropriate to audience and purpose 

   _______ Demonstrates control of spelling, punctuation, and grammar usage (including typos) 
 

Here are some grammar rules to keep in mind: 
Do not use clichés, questions, contractions, fragments, or run-ons. 
Do not use first person or second person. 
Do not capitalize common nouns; only capitalize proper nouns. 
Use possessive apostrophes correctly. 
Do not confuse common homonyms: there, their, and they’re; to, too, and two; its and it’s; affect and effect; than 

and then. 
Do not misspell “a lot” or “cannot.” 
Check agreement of subject-verb, pronoun-antecedent, and verb tense. 
Follow basic comma rules: between items in a series, before a coordinating conjunction joining two independent 

clauses, before and after nonessential “interrupters,” and after introductory words/phrases. 
Use titles correctly: italicize titles of separate publications, use quotation marks for titles included in larger 

volumes, use no punctuation for your own essay title, don’t use the author’s title as your title. 
 
 

Total = _______/50 points  



 
English 12 Honors 
 

The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka 
Study Guide Questions 

 
 
 
Chapter 1 

1. Write a definition of "metaphor" and provide several examples. Her es one definition: "An implied analogy 
which identifies one object with another and ascribes to the first one or more of the qualities of the second, or 
invests the first with emotional or imaginative qualities associated with the second." 

2. Metaphorically, what does it mean to be a "bug"? Provide several examples. 
3. Make a listing of some of the humorous scenes. Why do you think they are humorous? 
4. Describe Gregor's room. What is the picture hanging on the wall? 
5. Describe Gregor's own attitude and his reaction to his new predicament. 
6. Describe what life was like for Gregor before his metamorphosis, at home and on job. 
7. Describe everyone's reaction as they see Gregor come out of his room. 
8. In what ways do you think Gregor was like a "bug" even before his metamorphosis? 

 
 
 
Chapter 2 

1. Describe how and what Gregor eats. 
2. What is his family situation like? 
3. How does Gregor's sister treat him differently from the way he is treated by his parents? 
4. How does Gregor entertain himself? 
5. Why doesn't Gregor want his furniture moved out? 
6. What kind of changes does Gregor notice in his father? 

 
 
 
Chapter 3 

1. How does Gregor's family try to make life seem "normal" for themselves? 
2. What prevents the family from moving to a smaller apartment? 
3. How do they try to manage financially? 
4. How has Gregor's attitude toward his family changed? 
5. How has Grete's treatment of Gregor changed? Give some examples. 
6. What changes take place in Gregor's room? 
7. What is Gregor's attitude toward the roomers? Why? 
8. Describe Gregor's reaction as he hears his sister play the violin. 
9. Why do the roomers threaten to leave? 
10. Describe the scene of Gregor's death. 
11. Describe how each family member reacts when they hear that Gregor is dead. 
12. How do they celebrate Gregor's death? 
13. Who do you think is responsible for Gregor's fate? To what exptent do you think he is responsible? 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
English 12 Honors        Name____________________ 
           Date_______________ 

 

Summer Assignment #2 
Creative Short Story 

 
 
 
 
Assignment 

This assignment requires you to read “The Metamorphosis” by Franz Kafka (pages 3-58 in the text 
provided by the school).  Then, using this story as a model, you will write your own short story from a 
unique perspective.  Be creative and really think about how the point of view you select will affect the 
story.  You will want to be detailed and descriptive in your story, so limit the time span that it covers 
(for example, don’t try to tell someone’s entire life story).  When writing your story, keep in mind the 
literary terms you have studied in English class over the last four years such as the following: 
conflict, plot line, exposition, inciting incident/narrative hook, rising action, climax, falling action, 
resolution, point of view, characterization, setting, theme, dialogue, suspense, foreshadowing, 
flashback, symbolism, theme, etc.  Also, be careful with punctuating dialog.  You may want to use 
the text of “The Metamorphosis” as an example of the proper way to punctuate dialogue.  Each time 
a new character speaks, you should begin a new paragraph.  The short story you write should be 
about 3-5 pages long and in MLA format.  
 

 

 
 
Topic 

Write a creative short story from a unique perspective. 
 
 
 
Grading 

This assignment will be graded out of 50 points and will be worth 5% of your grade for the first 
marking period.  Students must hand in the rubric with the final draft or five points will be deducted.  
Students must also submit their story to www.turnitin.com by the due date.  Please see the attached 
rubric for more specifics on grading. 

 
 
 
Due Date 

The due date for the final draft of your paper will be the first day of school.  Remember that the 
English Department Guidelines for the Submission of Assignments applies to this assessment (10% 
will be deducted for each day the paper is late). 

 
 
 



Creative Short Story Rubric 
    

 Advanced Proficient Basic Below Basic 

 
FOCUS  
 Intriguing title 
 Sharp, distinct focus 
 Maintains a controlling 

idea throughout  
 Consistent point of view 
  

  
 
 

5 
 
 
 

   
 
 

4 

 
 
 
     3                   2 

 
 
 
     1                0 

 
CONTENT 
 Creative, well developed 

story and characters 
 Incorporates well 

developed paragraphs 
 Has no gaps or omissions 
 Includes dialogue 
 A conflict drives the plot 
 Detailed descriptions 

  

 
 
 
 
 
     15                14 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
     13                12 

 
 
 
 
 
   11        10         9 

 
 
 
 
 
  8         7         6-0 

 
ORGANIZATION 
 Incorporates transitional 

devices that connect and 
relate ideas 

 Logical order of ideas 
 Story includes a developed 

exposition that 
appropriately sets it up 

 Story includes a developed 
resolution that 
appropriately wraps it up 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
     15                14 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
     13                12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   11        10         9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  8         7         6-0 

 
STYLE 
 Includes clear, varied, and 

effective word choice 
 Demonstrates fluent and 

varied sentence structure 
 Uses consistent , 

appropriate voice and tone 
  

  
 
 

5 
 
 
 

   
 
 

4 

 
 
 
     3                  2 

 
 
 
     1                0 

 
CONVENTIONS  
 MLA format 
 Demonstrates control of 

spelling, punctuation, and 
grammar (including typos) 

 Punctuates dialog correctly 
  

 
 
 
 

      10               9 
 
 

 
 
 
 

      8                 7 

 
 
 
 

      6                  5 
 

 
 
 
 

     4               3-0 

  

 

Total = _______/50 points  

 


