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February 2021 

To the Parent / Guardian of (student’s name):  

The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) adopted Keystone Exams in 
Algebra I, Biology, and Literature in January of 2010.  Keystone Exams are end-of-
course assessments that evaluate student proficiency in the aforementioned 
academic content areas. In November 2020, Senate Bill 1216 was signed and 
became Act 136. This Act delays the graduation requirement until the 2022-2023 
school year.  Thus, beginning with this year’s sophomore class (Class of 2023), 
students must earn a score of proficiency on each of the Keystone Exams in order 
to meet both State and District graduation requirements.  Students who do not 
achieve a score of proficiency on one or more of the exams, either initially or 
through retesting, will have other opportunities to demonstrate proficiency as per 
guidance from PDE.  It is important to note that all students currently in grades 9 
or 10 must still participate in all of the Keystone Exams by taking each exam at 
least twice if they did not achieve a score of proficient on their initial attempt. For 
more information on Act 136 and/or State graduation requirements, reference the 
document at https://tinyurl.com/y424yrty. 

In addition to meeting State and District graduation requirements, the results of the 
Keystone Exams will be utilized for state accountability purposes under the Every 
Student Succeeds Act.  Therefore, students who did not achieve proficiency are 
required to receive remediation as well as participate in a retest prior to the end of 
their junior year.  It should also be noted that the results of the Keystone Exams 
must appear on students’ final transcripts. 

The Winter Keystone Exam testing window is December 1, 2020 through March 31, 
2021.  Your student is scheduled to take the following online Keystone Exam(s) 
administered at Nazareth Area High School:  

Specific Keystone Exams your student are scheduled to take will be listed 
here. 
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Only students who are testing will be required to report to school on test days. This 
includes both hybrid and BECA students who are testing. Unfortunately, even 
though the assessment will be completed online, it must be done from within the 
high school as per the testing requirements from PDE. All other students will work 
from home asynchronously as they normally would on a Monday.  School buses will 
run their normal morning and afternoon routes for students who are testing and 
need transportation to and from school. Lunches will be available or students may 
bring their own lunch on test day.  In addition, students should bring their charged 
Chromebook and charger, water, and/or their lunch unless they intend to eat lunch 
provided by the cafeteria.  

Enclosed is the testing schedule and other information regarding Keystone Exam 
review sessions. Prior to testing, students should review the Online Tutorial and 
Online Tools Training for the subject area test they are scheduled to take using the 
link: https://wbte.drcedirect.com/PA/portals/pa. It is important to note that as 
a district, we are operating under the guidelines of the most recent 
information, as of February 1, 2021, from the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education with regard to the Keystone Exams. 

To comply with COVID-19 mitigation guidelines, all Keystone testing rooms will be 
limited to 12 students or less.  If your student is enrolled in our BECA / Cyber 
program due to a concern about COVID-19, please contact Jen Paukovitch to 
discuss another testing option for your student.  

Please direct any questions to the appropriate person listed below: 

Alan Davis: High School Principal  adavis@nazarethasd.org 

Jen Paukovitch: School Assessment Coordinator jpaukovitch@nazarethasd.org 

Joe Novak: Algebra I Keystone Exam Questions  jnovak@nazarethasd.org 

Brittany Greene: Literature Keystone Exam Questions bgreene@nazarethasd.org 

Janelle Roberts: Biology Keystone Exam Questions jroberts@nazarethasd.org 

Sincerely,  

 
 
Alan Davis 
Principal 


