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Focus on Learning Build Character Shape the future 

November 20, 2017 

Dear Parent / Guardian - 

The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) adopted Keystone Exams in Algebra I, Biology and 

Literature in January of 2010.  Keystone Exams are end-of-course assessments that evaluate student 

proficiency in the aforementioned  academic content areas.  In January of 2016, PDE unanimously 

approved Senate Bill 880 which imposed a moratorium on the Keystone Exams as graduation 

requirements until the 2018-2019 school year.  However, recently, in early November, House Bill 178 

became law, postponing the Keystone Exams as graduation requirements until the 2019-2020 school 

year.  Thus, beginning with the Class of 2020 (current Sophomore class), students must earn a score of 

proficient on each of the Keystone Exams in order to meet both State and District graduation 

requirements.  Students who do not achieve a score of proficient on any of the exams, either initially or 

through retesting, will have other opportunities to demonstrate proficiency through the Keystone Exams 

Project-Based Assessment.  The Project Based Assessment (PBA) must be completed by the end of the 

first semester of a student's senior year.  Students will complete the PBA during Eagle Block (tentatively) 

unless they attend PM BAVTS or CIT; in this case, alternative arrangements will be made.  It is important 

to note that all students currently in grades 9-11 (with the exception of students enrolled at BAVTS or 

CIT) must still participate in all of the Keystone Exams by taking each exam at least twice if they did not 

achieve a score of proficient on their initial attempt. 

In addition to meeting State and District graduation requirements, the results of the Keystone Exams will 

be utilized for both federal and state accountability purposes under No Child Left Behind/Every Student 

Succeeds Act.  Therefore, students who do not achieve proficiency are required to receive remediation 

as well as participate in a re-test prior to the end of their junior year.  It should also be noted that the 

results of the Keystone Exams must appear on students’ final transcripts. 

It is important to note that as a District, we are operating under the guidelines of the most recent 

information from the Pennsylvania Department of Education in regards to the Keystone Exams.   If any 

information changes, we will again evaluate our implementation of the Keystone Exams, remediation, 

retesting and the project based assessment (PBA). 

Sincerely, 

 

Alan Davis                         

Principal 

Note:  If your student is taking a Keystone Exam 

in Dec or Jan, you will receive a separate letter 

with specific info about the testing. 


