
English 10 Honors Summer Assignment 2015 Letter 

 

Dear Student, 

Welcome to the English 10 Honors course!  At Nazareth Area High School, the honors program focuses on 

analysis of literature, critical thinking skills, and a sophisticated style of writing.  Students analyze literature on 

a higher level, compose various written selections, and produce skill-based projects.  We are pleased to offer 

you this summer reading/writing assignment, which is intended to jump-start sophomore Honors English by 

introducing “Culture and Community,” the theme of SpringBoard Curriculum, Level 5.  

While reading, complete the recommended SpringBoard activities (see other side). You will be able to refer to 

these materials during a test session at the beginning of the school year. Your SpringBoard activities will be 

collected at this test session.  

Completion of the summer project is a requirement for English 10 Honors.  The 50-point score will be the first 

assessment recorded for the course; we will extend the project by discussing the novel and completing an embedded 

assessment at the beginning of the semester. 

 

Reading Assignment: 

The reading assignment for the summer project is Things Fall Apart (1958) by Chinua Achebe, a Nigerian 

novelist. The selected SpringBoard activities are designed to facilitate understanding and promote critical 

thinking as you read.   

 

In order to mark the text while reading, you will probably want to purchase your own copy of the book, which 

is available online or in book stores for about $10.  The Easton Barnes & Noble store will have copies in stock.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment: 

A 50-point assessment will take place at the beginning of the new school year, whether you are in the fall 

or spring 10H class. It will consist of 30 multiple choice and matching questions to check your comprehension, 

plus a 20-point essay on a topic derived from the writing prompts included in the SpringBoard activities.  

 

In keeping with our belief that independent reading promotes students’ intellectual growth, improves their 

capacity to process information, and enhances their ability to understand themselves and the world around them, 

we wish you happy reading!  

 
See you in class! 

Miss Schaeffer and Mr. Rauch 

An electronic version of the SpringBoard Unit 3 activities will be 

available on the school website for you to download and print. 
 

 

 

A limited number of hard copies will be available in the high school 

main office for those students who are unable to print the electronic 

version from the website.  



English 10 Honors Summer Project Assignment 

 

Reading Assignment: Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart (1958) 

According to the SpringBoard unit overview, this novel “provides a powerful voice for the Ibo, a community 

nearly silenced by European colonialism. By immersing yourself in the culture and community of the Ibo 

people, you will analyze a complex community, the institutions that enable its function, the conflicting roles of 

its members, and the way in which it is affected by political and social change.  Your opinions of the Ibo 

community’s response to change may be positive, negative, or mixed; however like millions of others who have 

read the novel, you may find that the characters and community of Things Fall Apart remain with you long after 

your study of the novel is complete” (p. 143). 

 

Through our work with Things Fall Apart, we will be exploring the following Essential Questions from 

Unit 3 of SpringBoard, Level 5: 

1. How can an author use a work of fiction to make a statement about culture? 

2. How might the cultural fabric of a community be stretched or altered when it encounters new ideas and 

members? 

 

SpringBoard Unit 3 Activities  

These activities, designed to delve into the essential questions, will structure and facilitate your active reading 

of the novel as well as your response to it. They will also prepare you for the Things Fall Apart assessment. The 

following is a list of the recommended Unit 3 activities.  Pay particular attention to the writing prompts.  

 

3.6  In the Beginning (155) 

 Writing Prompt: Connecting Okonkwo’s Traits to his Father’s Influence 

3.7  Charting Fears and Feelings (156) 

3.9  Okonkwo’s Family (159-60) 

 Writing Prompt: Sympathetic Characters (Can readers empathize with Okonkwo?) 

            3.17 Is Okonkwo a Tragic Figure? (174-75) 

 Writing Prompt: Okonkwo as a Tragic Hero 

 3.18 Colliding Cultures (176) 

 3.19 Missionaries and Misunderstandings (177) 

 Writing Prompts: Reader Response OR Comparing and Contrasting the Missionaries 

            3.23 The Author’s Perspective (185-92) –Mark the text for key ideas and insights, underlining or  

         highlighting. Also, write marginal notes recording your personal responses, connections, or  

         questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


